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wo DANGERQUS: 


entered my nead to become only a part 
of one; this I thoughtyou knew, now, 
that you cannot plead ignorauce, you 


may readily coneeive how ridiculous 
your propoſition muſt appear to me. 


Should I ſacrifice an inclination, and a 


new one, for you ? And! in what man- 
ner, pray? - Why, waiting for my turn, 
like a ſubmiſſive ſlave, the fa- 
vours of your highneſs. When, for 


example, you was ee to relax for 
a moment from that unknown charm 
that the adorable, the celaſtial M. de 


or when you dread to riſk with the 


elxgaging Cecilia, the ſuperior idea you 


wiſhed her to preſerve for you; —' 


then condeſcending, to hoop: to me, 


vou will ſeek pleaſures leſs violent, 


but of not much conſequence, and 


% 


Tourvel only had made you feel — 


your ineſtimable bounty, though ſcarce, 


muſt fill the meaſure: of my felicity. 


Certainly you ſtand bigh in your own 


e nd: * modeſty nor _ 
„ | gas | ; 
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him a 


think Lam ſunk ſo low. This may 


be owing to my wrong way of tbink- 
ing; but I beg you will be perſuaded 
1 bare mote eee of the O_ 


* ? 


g kind. 1 7s a>} p a bs 


One is cſpechalty; which is, IS Dan 


ceny, ' the ſe bool. boy, the whiner, totall * 5 


taken up with me, ſacrificing, without 
making a merit of it, his ficſt love, 
even hebore it was enjoyed, and loving 
me to that exceſs that is uſual witz? 
thoſe at his age, may contribute more 
to my (happineſs: and pleaſure than 


you I vill even take the liberty to 


add, that fl had the inclination to gire 
Partner, it ſhould: not de n 
at leaſt now. 1 744 
Perhaps oh * me i: as 
bably I ſhould: be at a loſs for à rea- 


ſon; for the ſame whim that would 

| ference; might alſo 25 
exclude you. However, politeneſs re- 

quires 1 ſhould informy ou of my mo- 


give vou the p. 
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pre have yet prevailed. on me to 
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tive — I think you muſt make too 
many ſacrifices; and inſtead. of 
| grateful, as you certainly would ex- 


, I ſhould be inclined to think 
you "il owed me more — V. 
| therefore be ſenſible, our manner 8 
_ thinking being ſo © 
by no means unite: I fear it will be 
ſome time, nay a great while, before 
I change my opinion. „5 
When that happens, I promiſe to 
give you notice : — Until then, let 
me adviſe you to take ſome other mea- 
ſures, and keep your kiſſes, for t thoſe 
You ſay adieu, as. | 
_ formerly, if I remember,. you ſet a 
: value on me than to appoint 
me entirely to the third characters; 
and was co to Wait until 1 
if . anſwered in the affirmative, before you 
| | was certain” of my conſent: don't be 
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my exiſtence if 
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my miſeries e! all is converted. 
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lots of it leſs than to impoſe-00 you 
to tell you all in all, I was place b 
M. de Valmont, detween his death 
and happineſs 1 choſe the latter — 
T neither boaſt nor accuſe myſelf; 5, 1 


r 


relate the fact plainly as it "Us 
You will readily perceive, after this, 
what kind of impreſſion your letter, 
and the truths ic contains, muſt, have 
made on me. Do not, £ we ver, ima- 
eine, it could give birth to any repi- 
ning, or ever make mg alter my ſen- 
timents or conduct; not that L am 
exempt from ſoing torturing, moments; 
but when my heart is rent, and I 
dread not being any longer able to 
bear my torments, I ſay to myſelf, 
nd at this idea 


S 
% 37 R 


into Joy. e Ts 4 0 ae Wow 


- Tt is fo your nega a 1 8400 


ee myſelf; it is for his ſake Þ 
am undone; be is now the center 5 


ents, and actions. 


L F 


* 


Whilſt my fide: can contribute to his 
bappineſs, I ſhall cheriſh itz, I ſhall 
think it fortunate; if he ſhould here 
= after think otherwiſe, he ſhall never. . 
bear from me either complaint or re- 
= proach. . I have already ventured to 8 
fix my eyes on this fatal nde and 
my. reſolution i is taken. 
You will now perceive how. little I 
gam affected with the dread you ſeem 
do entertain, that M. de Valmont, will 
one day or other defame me — Before 
chat happens, he muſt loſe the affec- 
oon he has for me; that once loſt, of 
| what fignification will vain reproaches 
be which I ſhall never hear? He alone 
| will judge me, as I will have — 5 
_— for him, and him only; and my me. 
_— will be obliged to acknowledge I loved 
him, I ſhall be juſtified fulficiently, -  ' 
Now, Madam, you read my heart— Te 
1 preferred the mis fortune of being 
deprived of your eſteem by my can 

5 „ 
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> dour, to that of making m 
wWorchy of it by the baſeneſs of a lie. 


1 3 1 owed this entire confi. 


„ | will do 0 myſelf juſtice; bo giving 

- wen pretenſions to it. 
5 I am with great reſpect, Madat 
- your moſt humble and moſt obedient 
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me with. am erat, en your e 
before L had obtained it—T imagined, 


bt appear like pre- 
one elſe, would, be · 


— may this ane 
to friendſhip or love x 
| with deſire, 1 only com- 
ee O. 


- 4 — 
* 
8 — 
- 
* Fd 
* 
* 
- 
* 5 8 
7 . 
2 
ho * 
4 - "< 
s * 4 
5 LG 
* — 
3 8 
4% * - - 11 _ K * 
* : — — 
— 2 i 
* * — — — 
- 
A 1 


- 
* 
* 


35s "DANGEROUS". 
plied with that natural impulſe, which 
makes us wiſh to draw as near as poſ- 
ſible to the happineſs we are in pur- 
ſuit of and you have miſtaken that 
for vanity, which is nothing more 
than ardour. I know very well, i in 
ſuch caſes, cuſtom has introduced 8 
reſpectful apprehenſign ; but you alſo. 
know, it is only a kind of form, 2 
mere precedent; and I'imagined im 
{elf authoriſed to believe choſe ifliog | 
niceties no bang nnn n 
us. l Air 16239 91 
3 * even \ thiok amt me». 
| thod much preferable-ta inſipid flat- 
tery, which ſo often love nauſeates, 
when it is grounded on an old con- 


from the happineſs E to my 
. memory — this gives me more unea- | 
8 that n ſnould take it in no- 


cal ching that, Ls am m colpble i dns 


| * CONNECTIONS. 
for I cannot believe you 5 
imagine, that the woman exiſts h 1 
| I-woild prefer tö you; and fill lefß _ | _ | 
chat I ſhould eſtimate you ſo itte —* | 
22 to bel ve. Tou "ſay," ou 
: ve: conſulted your "glaſs on this oe {| 
a and 00 00 not find yourſelf | 1 
funk fo'low—T believe it; and that . 


laſs. to be true 
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praiſes I laviſhed on other 
at leaſt, this I infer, from the 


1, \ attaching; which 1 wy 
ol Madam 45 Tourvel, & nd 
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one bappens it; be in nt che- ans. 
than the value one ſets upon the par 


with the one er the other, I never- 


If I gave you. en eminent preference 
over both, a8 I would not inenew our 
fir connection, without breaking off 


the t Wõ others, Ido not n ww - 


* —— 1 
litele + fot being um 
been, is does not Bene e is. 
gh you N can always erbeti 
ee. armee. Lo uy wi 


withoue (pretending ds N 1 
tank and a at I again re- 


peat, whatever fit obe, 'E wilb over ö 
come it: 2 mors 
a | OO. 


x 


ey If at the time 1 was affecbed 


| theleſs vapturouſly wiſhed for you | 


to your juſtice, your firſt attachment 


J 75 


3 — 


c r Hows. 


2ealoully if I can in this:trifling af air, | 

to have one homage: more ** offer 
n 

| As. to 


PTE 112 N 23.6 Nn 915 4 1 
whe Hale Cedis, it in-wfelefs 
| mentic her: ou. have not forgot 
it ng at your int ce I- took charge 
of this child; and only wait your 
orders to be rid ob hen. J may 
have made ſome remarks. n they. 
| bloom and innocence and for a o- 
ment thought her engaging, becauſe 
one is always more or leſs pleaſed with 
their work; but ſhe has not, in 
any ſhape, n,, to . at · 
tention. 5 
Now, my dy friend, I i 


1 


to me, the long and ſincere friend 
„the unbounded confidenee which 
> bal ether — have I de- 


* 


have treated me? But how eaſy can - 


you make me amends when you 
W hy * 
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+ few the ſevere manner in which you . 
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word, and 


vou will ſee whether all the charms, 
+ all the attachments will keep me here, 
t even a minute; I will 
r feet — into your arms 


in a thouſand ways, that y ou are, 
ever will be, the 


only miſtreſs of 
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Nane de Tourvel.: ehen 
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no longer be my dauę hter ? 
you ſeem to announce that our corre- 

pondlence is to ceaſe * Is it to — 
me for not gueſſiug at what was im- 
probable; or do you fuſpe& me of 
creating you affliction deſignedly? I 
know your heart too well, to'i imagine 
you would entertain ſuch an 1 
of mine. The diſtreſs yo 
plunges me in is much Tels on: ein 
own” account than yours. Oh? my 
young friend, with grief I tell vou, 
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you are too worthy of being beloved - 
ever to be happy in love — Where is 
there a truly delicate and ſenſible wo- 
man, who has not met unhappineſs 
where ſhe expected bliſs? Do. men 
den how! to Tate: 6 Rn 

Not but many. of PO are ; virtuous 
in their addreſſes and conſtant in their. 1 
afſſfections — but even among thoſe, 
how few that know bow to put:them- 
ſelves: in uniſan wich our bearta. 1 
wv not ; e my. dear _ their : 


- Wh wy Made cares, Nabe 
e is the beloved object — Man; | 
enjoys the n feels,” woman. 

_ thatihe gives | 
This e 15 effencial, baby fo 1. 
ſeldom * . in a very 
| Om | 
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I thought, my lovely dear, thoſe * 


refleftions might be of uſe to you, in 


order to oppoſe the chimerical ideas af . 


perfect happineſs, with Which 


never fails to amuſe our imagination. 


Deceitful hope! to which we are ſtill 
attached, even when we find ur- 


ſelyes under the neceſſity of abandon - 


ing _ whoſe loſs multiplies. and ir- 
 Litates our already. too real { rfows,. 
inſeparable from an ardent paſſion — 
This taſk of alleviating your troubles, 


OY 


or diminiſhing their number, is the 


only one I will or can now. fulfil — In _ 


diſorders which are without remedy, 


no other advice can be given, Wen _d 


only thing 1 wiſh you to — is, 
that to pity is not to blame a patient. 

Alas! who are we, t that we dare blame : 
one another? Let us leaye the right of. 


_ judging t to the ſearcher of hearts; and 


Iwill even venture to believe, that 


in. 1 bis een Gght, a crowd of vir- 
> 2 


IS. 


— 


: contecTions. 


tues may compenſate a ſe weak 
, Huy 
But I conjure you above all Slog . 
my dear friend, to guard againſt vio- 
lent reſolutions, which are leſs the 5 
effects of fortitude than deſponden- 
cy : do not forget, that although you 
have made another poſſeſſor of your 
exiſtence (to uſe your on expreſſion) 
you had it not in your power to de- 
prive your friends of the ſhare they 
were before poſſeſſed of, _ which | 
they will always claim. ” 
Adieu, my dear child! Think "OY 
times on your tender mother; and 
be affured you always will be, above 
every thing, the deateſt rer ny = : 
rhooghts. : en 61% sene 
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N ERY. Well, Viſcount; came, 1 
am better pleaſed with you than I was 

| before; no let us converſe in a 
friendly. manner, and 1 hope to con- 
vince 1 the ſcheme you Propoſe 
gh 3 folly in us ; 


Have y you, never wy Free dat ple 5 
fore, which is the primum mobile of 
the union of the ſexes, is not. ſuffici- 
ent to form a connection between 
them? and that if deſire, , which brings | 
them rogether, precedes it, it is ne- 5 8 
vertheleſs followed by diſguſt, which 
repels it — This is a law of nature, 
that r alone can e and pray, : 


en LY 


can we have this: ſume love at will? 
It is then. necoſſary it ſhould be Puung 
ready, Which would haue bern ver 7 
trouhleſome hadi it ot (been; diſcs 
venred; it is 1 ut 11 it exiſts. an 
ane fle: by this :mieans | 
is leſſened iby[hatf, een without ap- 
parent (prejudice; :for;the one enj os 
| »piteſs of Jovirig, the otlfiet of 
ane satte : 


* 


lance, and then all is ; right... eb ras 
Viſcount, hieb ft tw 
ndert ke to dec ire the other ? 
You know. _— of the SO bp 


4 
. 


follow os pre wee nor-looſe 
time together, which, nn fouſe.. 
fully employ elſember 
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N in the leaſt 5 ; 
to make it ſo pleaſing, the- morning 
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To convince you that: beonlfulvyann - 
inteteſt as nuch as my own, and that 
. am not actuateti either by ill humour 


| ot capriciobſneſs, I will not refuſe 


your reward — I am very ſenſible one 
night will be ſuffcient; and do not 
bt, we ſhall know how 


Will come with regret but let us 
this regret is — 


ere although the illuſion may | 


Tou ths 1. folfil v pr in 
Pho. wade even b before»yon; pa ey "HY 


conditions Riptiared — for I was to 


| letter. 


the conditions of a 
o intereſping to you as you would 
have me think, I have not received 


have had your celeſtial prude's firſt 
Whether you do not t chuſe to 
part with it, or that you have forgot 
dargain that is not 


any thing; - and I. am much miſtaken, 


or the tender devotee muſt have wrote 


A great 
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\ i would. be very inconvenient Te. e 


b a on the other, it would be run- | 1 MM 
ning too great-/a;riſk; for a little jea- 
2 would ix *. Aru the inal „ 4 
by : a wor ah He i is e 5 ph 
gling to love me; we are at preſent 2 1 


ſo critically e xced, 1 blend * 4A 
much malice. as 


| Anse 5 
tefſes T ith dn bim; at t the fame 


N . 8. Arbe Woikty | bf you — Ate. 
ciprocal infidelity will —. g 0 
the cham. Ee | * 

Do you Know I regret ſbmetities 
were reduced to thoſe reſources— 
At the time we loved each other, for 
I believe it was" 10e, 1 was ha py - 
And you, Viſcount — bur v hy et 
dur th66ghts on a Happineſs that car 
never return? No, ay what 3 you "will, 
it is fmpolfible = Firſt, 1 mould re- 
quire fabuificcs that you' could not o 
Awoutd'nor make; that pro bably I do 
not deferve. Again, how is it polfible = 
to fix you? Oh, no; T will not even 
think of it; and notwithſtanding the 
|: pleaſure I'now have in yriting to you, 
I prefer quick * e ee 
Viſcount. | 
Cale if, 
We e ee, 
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a den 4 


me, at lealt, attempt to 


gratitude. I thalt adaiire,/tbove all, 
the lenity of virtue, 5 
weak neſs with the:eyeof: | : 

whoſe! ER” f 2 bo 

Gi ai. Dod . i f 


ä ch is no ä Heft i 3 
VVV  pineſs 7 C0 


. 


| | = pAN SEA o F 
1 Hi I muſt fay the ſame of your 
advice, - i; 1 feel its force, but cannot 


- How is it poſſible to diſ- 


[4 
, b |; wo» gt et > oo * % 
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happineſs, Aden 1 ex- 


3 _ . 1 * — 
— — 4 — —— 


fuck 4 + ou bee then ; 
| | | 
1 
4 
| ; 


. Adoltze ow = vor) tows 
FF OE deſerves. He has undo 
aſtray by ſome errors 


>. 


rs. conceal; it; but wh like him ever 


was love?" | 


eg l 7 be 
ideas with whlt Doo never 15 
eee in⸗ FN, 
thing 25 to obtain ? I will own, FO 
formerly | F'obſery edt are of - | | 
| which often, Saat . 
8 bination, recalled” to he the „ 
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Madame de Tovryel cefuſed with the 
— pod madychs, n 

© Thediſtrefs the 8 nue e 


| down * induced the Prioreſs to: 
| fend 


_ CONNIEICOTION S, 2g. 


tend for me yeſterday mording at . 
ven, when it was not I Lest : 
| e eee, anne | 


U n e . 
vedd add 'Teining my hand ſuddenly, 


chat fob In * 

make me apprehend this dreadful dil 
order has ſtill a more cruel cauſe: 
but let us reſpect the ſecrets of our | 
friend, and pity her misfortune. 
AM yeſterday was equally ſtormy, 
either fits of frightful deliriouſneſs,. | 
or hep faintneſs, the only time : 


Wh * takes or gives any reſt, T 
'Y "Vs did 


D 


—— 
3 
# Apis ©, 


1 
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did not leave her bed's head until 


nine at ah, 9d entoniae tots 


this morning for the da. 


will not. certainly 
unhappy friend: but her obſtinacyoin 
\refuing all help and aſiſtane i very 
me 33 
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1 incloſe. you. the 0 laſt 


[Sights which. 1 have juſt r 
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aived, a 
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| I will take care to 
dend Amp . 1 tt 
. e my Sea, ſhiend Lam 


3 which, as, V9" will ſee, brings but lit | 
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eee, * the 


charges me with, are equally imagina- 
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| tion, — 16 — — 
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ry; and I feel within my heart, that 
there has been between us no other 
ſeducer than dove: No longer dread, 

then, to yield to thoſe ſentiments you 
inſpire, or to partake of a flame you 


have kindled. What?! would we have 


1 more reaſon to boaſt of purity- in 
| jecttot „if it had taken n 
time to ſorm % Dadoubtedly not. 
That is the charactariſtie of ſedne- 


OE « rt ditars: vue jove doe 
und- welle gten; it 1 us from 
| thought wirh occupying us wholly 
wich ane Jes r 


re e and filende tha 

it ſteals upon us, and binds us in 
chains equally — 80 ene, : 
nn e 53D 35.29; 


Thin, 1 


c engen 58 


\Thus, en eueren xomtichiterds 
ing the 1 nn idea 


friendſhip alone 
frba by ts eee ſenimen-of may 
je aging: dier their-cauſ or origi. 
Like me. my ———— rechen wa 


3 of denderneſu, Abd neither 
2 us ner, ir to be loves tilbaf- = 
mtonieatian that dun fan 
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9 nor bare 1 abuſed your conũ- 


dence, We bath, it is true, were ig- 
norant of our + ſentiments ; 3 but we 
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only under went the deluſion, withoi 
any efforts to give birth to it: and 
far from complaining of it, let us 
only think of the happineſs it pro- 
cured us, without diſturbing it * 
roaches; eee 
eee een e and intire ſe- 
wan, G r friend b. how. dear 
ee hopes are to my heart! Yes, 
ienceforward freed from all fears, and 
occupied by love, you will 
p rticipate of my deſires, of my tranſ- 
ports, of the ſweet delirium of my 
ſenſes, een Wen ny 1 


Autres do not debe i it as s mach 
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Was in debe ati 

terday, to haye been- able to give Fo, 
| my, worthy. friend, this mornipg, a 
more favourable account of our dear 


Patients . but fin iohi 


ce, laſt night, that 
hope is utterly deltroyed. K matter 
 fewingly, of very little imporca 
bot which, in ks.conſequences, pf 

ic be 2, yery, unhappy, one, has made | 
* 9 WRIT of 
GOTO TW? A 2d e 
preb henfior "of his ba change, if 
1 had not received ye ſterday the en- 


# #4: 4 Le #4 F* 


tire confidence of our unhappy friend, 
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misfortunes, I can inform Jou 


phi — Uh 


awoke," and opened the 
| Ber, 15 e knew me, euch 0 


= ſhe was ; what we” Wefe doing 


| DANG® N 


As ſhe did not conceal from © me that 
you alſo are acquainted with all her 
every 


edu 


— 


ſituation. N „ | . 


3 Js 
SLE 


at the RE 1.38 — he 
had been aſleep about three bel * 8 


and that ſleep, ſo profound and yo 
eaſy, 1 for e tire was pp. rehenſibe 
argic — Some Hike” after We. 

u dais of the 
bed herſelf. "= ee een 


# rpriſe; and 


N Sec! would come de 
m s time to Alle 
1 ri e red to knw 


e 9 — 


Na oy, d w 


c Wa | 


Cong 3 | | 
nt M 

— and he bad =1 ; 

2 eto the canyent, clic 
| remember... 1 L 2 8 | 
and fat down. . | 
by the fide bY 

Crs de 


5 5 


DANGEROUS: 


natural to herz afterwards ſhe was for 
ſome time quite filent, which ſhe broke 
at length, ſaying, O yes, I now 
* remember my coming here; and 


238 | 


2 minute after, exclaimed grievoully, 


% My dear friend, have pity on me! 
% My miſeries are all returning on 
«6 me.“ 4 was then — nch 


wat imo apabey: to perecived — my 
e ee * Nee, 2 me Tee 


c ang offs * Rides beine, and will 
8 eee kites 5 A. rec 432264 he. 


— x char n for "nw" 


prefer ans off bon okay 


5 2 


conmecTioNs. md 
ddedvrtd ts Giftiadeiher wen 8 
| vrging the necefity of repoſt; he ; 
ever, "Otel, ad T'was ob ige | 
GTA 8 | 7 4 e 5 7 3 N Kd af 0 . 
, 28 Da 23811 18 0 Jy; 1 ee 1 
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. 58 Pröpbſe calling ; 
ab, in whom Tkne ey 


885 2 wh | imme- ä | 
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on (the whole, I am aſtoni 


een effes tet 


ſoon convine edi the | 1. —_ 12 res 
turned. e ay | 
However 4 qu 135 
er war © cnt ate i dee 
__ i 46 Her!" Tie 
l df Be on it, ſhe 
exclaimed, Good God! from him! 
0 thery it” ſtrong: and oppreſſed 
of voice, 3 He eee 
her bed to be. bee Arn 
one ſhould come near her; but we 
were all ſoon obliged to come round 
| her: the phrenzy returned with more 
violence than ever, accompanied with 
moſt dreadful convulſions — Thoſe - 
ſhocking incidents continued the 
whole evening; and the account I 
received this morning, informs me, 
the night has been no leſs e or | 
has held out ſo long 4n the condition = = 
ſhe is and 1 will not conceal BU 
15 W 0 pet you, 9 
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you, that 1 I have very litt 


from M. eee, (bat), 
ſtil} dare to vrite to her! 
* eee pot 2 

to my re fletions 01 is, 
cruel , caſe, to 


Arts 
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until no now, lived {ot 
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and friend; 40 Us pleaſure of writing 
to you; and thus by occupying my- 
| ſelf with you, I di 
otherwiſe Won be occaſioned 


* 


timents, bead yours to my mind, 
is a true enjoyment to my heart; and 
thus even the time of privation af- 


ff 


' fords mea t 

to my love — Yet, if 1 am to be- 8 
| heve: you, I ſhall not obtain 
ſwer from you, even this letter ſhall 
be the laſt, and we hall 
which, according = 


' 
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| 
Yi 
U 
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: 
4 


| to requeſting you would look to your 
: own ſafety, for I can have no tranquil» 
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an. have but aue thought; and if we 


vaneceſſary when: vr can ſee one ano- 
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you, is dangerous, and of which w 
have no need—Certaihly I ſhall believe 
you if you perſiſt; for. what can you 


_ _ defire that does not of cou arſe become 
my defire? But before you ultimately 


decide upon it, will vou not permit 4 


| 3 convetfation on the ſubject. | 
5 * the bead of danger you are the 


can frame no calcula 
tion Er J ſhalliconfine myſelf 


lity Wicke gon us mee A te 
but one, it 1 Aa a "wh pid I 
As to the matter of neceſſity, we 


differ in opinion, it can only · rĩſe from 
a want of proper explanation, or from 
not underſtanding one another, I ſhall 


therefore ſtate to you. what I think is | 
my ſenſation. 55 


- Without doubt ale iter de 
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ther freely What could it ſay that 
2 word, or look, or even ſſlence itſelff 
could not expteſs? A hundred times 
7 his appeared to me ſo clear, 
that in the very moment that you 
ſpoke to me of not writing any more, 
that idea my mind immediately adop- | 
ted — It was a reſtraint upon it pets 
haps, but did not affect ir — Thos, ; 
when I have offered a kiſs  vupon/yonr 
boſom, and ſound a ribband or» piece 
of gauze in my way, I only tuen it 
aſide, and have not the leaſt Lat 
ment of an obſtac lee. 
But fince we have PROBE + ns 
you are no longer there, this e of 
correſpondence by letters has returned 
to corment me - Wbat is the reaſon, 
I have ſaid eo myſelf, of this additidnal 
privation? W hy 16 it, becauſe we are 
at ſome diſtance, we have nothing 
more to ſay to each other? Suppoſe 
that a fortunate concurrence of cir- 
cumſtandces thould. bring us 3 ” 
e for 
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for a MP 'ſhall we then a in 
converſation the time that ought to be 
letters between us would prevent? I 
ſay enjoy ment, my dear friend; for 
with you the very moments of repoſe 
Furniſh, too, a delicious enjoyment; in 
_ _#word, whenever ſuch a happy op- 
portunicy offers, the concluſion i is ſtill 
ſeparation; and one is ſo ſolitary, it is 
then a letter becomes truly precious: 
if not read, it is ſure to be the only 
object that employs the eye. Ah! 
there can be no doubt, but one may 
look at a letter without reading it ; 
as I think that I even could have ſome 
pleaſure at e by e Ps 
your poraſpll, 

Tour portrait ie 1 bad? 33 a. 
tener is the Portrait of the foul; "z 
batting) ſo pes int | 
wy yields to all our actions by turns; it 
becomes animated, Sin us enjoy- 
. ment, 
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tacineys and 'finks into ref eb All 
your: ſentiments are precious to me 
and will you depride me of the 2 
of becoming poſſeſſed of them? 
Are you quite ſure e 
write to me will never torment you ? If 
in the midſt of your ſolitude your heart 
ſhould be too much compreſſed or 
lated; if a joyous emotion ſnould paſs 
to your ſoul; if an involuntary ſad- 
neſs ſhould diſturb: it for a moment, it 
would not then be in the boſom of your | 
friend that you would pout out your 
happineſs or diſtreſs; you would then 
have a ſenſation be ſhould not ſhare; 
and you would puniſh him to wander 
in ſolitude and diſtruſt far from you. 
My friend, my deareſt friend! you 
are to pronounce — I have only pro- : 
poſed to myſelf to diſcuſs the queſtion 
with you, and not to over- rule you— 
I have only offered you reaſons — 1 
dare * I. ſhould have ſtood. on 
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ſtronger ground if I had proceeded. 
to entteaties I eee then, 
il you ſhould per ſiſt, not to bt afflic- 
ted; I ſhall uſe my efforts to tell my⸗ 
J and I ſhould bave a muck higher 
gfacification i in hearing it from ybu. 

Adieu, my charming friend! The 
hour approaches at laſt, when 1 ſhall 
be able to ſee. you: I fly from you with 
the more baſte, io order the ſooner to 


meet you in, how coy nds boats 
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1 Welle you 1061 KR 
take ine to be ſuch a novice, to ima- 
gine I could be duped in the ceteca· tet 
which 1 found you in this'afteftioony 
or by the aftomſhing chante that led 
Danceny to your houſe! Not but your | 

vell · practiſed countenance wonder 
| fully.» afhmeding ca ſerenity of 

exprefſiong-0dt that you, by che moſt - 
triffing word betrayed; - which ſome- 
times tizppens, the leaſt diſorder or un- 
eaſineſs. I will even allo your ſub- 
miffive looks ſerved) yow eminently, 
and could they: have made themſelves 
as well credited nsveadily uhderſtood, 
fat from un or 5 
| + Of a:36Gk * 3 


b, 
2 


the 


hear encomiums on een n 
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leaſt ſuſpicion, I ſhould not at all have 
doubted the great vexation this trou- 


bl:ſome trio gave you. But to diſplay 
to greater advantage thoſe extraordi- 


nary talents, to inſure the ſueceſs you 


promiſed yourſelf, to carry! on the 


deception you intended, +your ſhould 
| have formed your E yn lover 


” 2 * f : : FI 
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Since you have AY to educate 


youth, you ſhould-teach your pupils 
not to-bluſh/ or; be diſconcetted at a 


little raillery; not to deny ſo warmly 
for one woman, the ſame charge which 


they ſo faintly excuſe ihemſelves in for 


all others: teach them alſo to dern to 
1 | ö _ | 


without enhancing them. 
And if you per. nit them to . 4 


Abe you in the circle, let them 


be taught to diſguiſe that glance of 


| enjoyment which is ſo eaſy bes 


and which they ſo unſxilfully blend 


With the glance of love — Then you | 


vill be able to exhibit them in your 
public 
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public exerciſes, and: their behaviour 
will not do any prejudice to their ſage- 
be able to contribute to your celebrity, 
will compoſe” and publiſh the exer- 
ciſes to be nen in 2 new 
college. 
But A am aſtoniſhed; l a e 
chat you ſnould have undertaken to 
treat me as a ſchool-boy. Ol with. 
any other woman, what pleaſure 1 
ſmould have in being revenged + Ho 
tranſcendent it would be wb 
ſhould think to deprive me of! Yes,- 
it is for you alone I condeſcend to 
give preference to ſatisfaction rather 
than revenge: and do not think I am 
reſtrained by the leaſt n or un- 
, n know all. Nn 
You have been in Paris now(four 
a each day Danceny h been 
with you, and you have not admitted 
any one but him — even this day your 
door was ſtill cloſe; and had your 
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porter” s-affurance been equal to . his 
miſtreſs's, I ould not have ſeen you; 
yet you wrote me I might depend on 
being the firſt iaformed of your arri- 
val. Of that ſame arrival, the parti- 
cular day of Which could not be aſ- 
certained, although you was writing 
to me the eve of your departure 
Can you deny thoſe facts, or will you 
attempt to excuſe them? They are 
both equally impoſſible; and ſtill 1 
keep my temper | Acknowledge here 
your power; be ſatisfied to have ex- 
perienced it, but do not any longer 
abuſe it. We know each other, Mar. 
cbioneſs; that ſhould be fufficient. 
Jo- morrow you are to be out for 
the day you told me; be it ſoz if you 
really go out, and you think 1 ſhall 
know it: — — 
time An Fas en to een 
_ difficult reconciliation. Let me know, 

_ if it walk be at * houſe, or 
5 
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vonder, we ſhall} make our numerous 
reciprocal expiationt. But no more 
of Danceny; yout wrong hend had 
filled itſelf wich ius idea, and Lam 
willing to dverl60k this de Hum of 
your fancy; but remember, from this 
moment, that what was only a Whim, 
would become-a decided preference. 
I am not tempered for ſuch an humi- 
liation, neither do I expect to receive 
ir from\you. * e gi BE 
1 even expect this genes will! ws 
but trifling to, you — If it. ſhould 
be a little troubleſome, F think, how- 
ever, I have ſet you a tolerable” ex- 
ample! A ſenſible and lovely woman, 
who exiſted for me only, who; per- 
haps, at this inſtant, is expiring with 
love and \ grief,” tray well de worth A 


young ſcholar, ho, if you will, wants 
neither dit or cecompliſhm ay vor 
is deficient in eon ſiſteney. 
Adieu, Marchioneſs! ay n 
| of bf inp ſentence For you * can do 
14 3 H 5 t 


354 DANGEROUS: 


. 7 Fa wait your nſwer. Remem- 
ber, the al FC is for 1 to. make 
me forger che injury you have done 

me, the more a denial, even the leaſt 
delay, would engrave it in indelil 
eber | pins A wa i rene 
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care, Viſcount 1. rags 2 lit- 
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Pg more. apa for m 
5 dity. Hoy do you think 1 
. the; unſufferable, idea, ol your in- 
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digagzion but eſpecially; that 1 do 
not fink under. the terror of FOUR m 
d me, i it Wo e e. 
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I Ble for me to return the compliment. ; 
In vain ſhould 1 babble; .your, exiſt- 
ence would nevertheleſs. be brilliant 
and peaceful : for what would you 
have to dread ?. Only to be. under. the 


neceſſity. of retiring | if you had an op- 


portunity,. But could one not live i in 
a foreign country as well. as here 2 ? And 
to ſum up all, provided the. court of 
France would let you be quiet in the 
one you chuſe to ſettle in, it would 
: be only, changing the field of your 
victories. After endeavouring to bring 
you. back to your ſang froid by theſe 
moral conſiderations, 8. us waer 
our own affairs. | 
You do not know,, Aw AR the 
reaſons: LP never married again. It 
was not, Iaſſure you, for want of ſe⸗ 
veral advantageous r matches being of- 
| fired: to me; it was. ſolely th 9% one 
— ſhould: have Aa right to · control me. 
It was not even a: dread, of not being 
able to purſue my inclinations,. for: 
H 6 cer · 
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certainly, at all events, that T ſhould 
have done: but it would have pained 
me if any one ſhould even have a right 
to complain. On the whole, it was 
that I would not wiſh to deceive but 
for my own pleaſure, and not through 
neceflity. * And behold you write me 
the moſt matrimonial letter it is poſſi- 
ble to conceive! Tou tell me of the 
injuries T have committed, and the fa- 
yours you have granted! I cannot 
eiicelve how it is poſſible to be in- 
debted to one where nothing 1 is due. 
Nou for the buſineſs. You found 
Danceny at my houſe, and you was 
diſpleaſed; be it ſo: but what con- 
clofion do yo draw from thence? 
Why, that it was the effect of chance, 
as 1 told you, or of my inclination, 
Which I did not tell you. Im che firſk 
3nftallbs, your letter is wrong; in the 
- ſecond, ridiculous. It was well worth 
the trouble of writing ! Bur you are 
4 "Neale, 


9 


CONNECTIONS. ug 


jealous, and jealouſ y never debates, 
Well, I will argue ſor uu. 7% 
Tou have a rival, or you An ben 


If you have a rival, you muſt pleaſe, 


to obtain the preference over him; 


pleaſe, to avoid having one. In al 


caſes the ſame invariable conduct muſt 
be obſerved. Why, then, will you 


torment yourſelf? — And Why tor- 


ment me? Have you, then, loft the 
ſecret of being the moſt amiable? N 
ate you no longer certain of your ſuc 
ceſs ? Come, cone, Viſcount, you do 
yourſelf injuſtice. | But that is not the 
caſe; for J will not, even in your mind, 
have yon give yourſelf ſo much un- 
eaſinefs. Yoo wiſh leſs for my con- 
deſcenfion, than an op 
abuſing your power. Fie ! you ar 
very ungrateful! T think ¹¹ð t 
rably fentimental ; and was I to con- 


nun, ca Boy this ker hm wid be- 


come 
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dome very tender: a row don's de- 
ſerve i W . 
Neither do vou „ 1 eld 
enter farther i in my juſtification. To 
puniſh you for your ſuſpicions, you 
| ſhall keep them; ſo that I ſhall make 
no reply as to the time of my return, 
or Danceny's viſits. Vou have taken 
great trouble to be informed of them, 
moſt, certainly: and. pray what. pro- 
| greſs. have. you. made by it.? I hope 
you received great. pleaſure from your 
enquiries as to mine, it has. not been 
in the leaſt, deirimental. to them. 
All I can ſay, then, to your threat- 
ening letter is this—it, has. neither the 
gift of pleaſing,. nor power to intimi- 
date me; and that at this-preſent time 
1; am not in the leaſt e to rast 7 
your requeſt. # 5 | 
An indeed, FY to receive Jou, . as 
200 exhibit yourſelf now, would be a 
downright act of infidelity : it would 5 
not be a renewal with my former lover; J 
it 
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it would be taking a new one, many 
degrees inferior to him. I have: not 
ſo ſaon forgot the firſt, to be deceived, 
The Valmont I loved was a charm 


fellow. I will even own; I never met 


à more amiable man. I beg, Viſ- 
count, if you find him, to bring him 
10 bei Nw ans be 1 nnn 


eannot en a en N ede nen 
or to- morrow. His Menæchmus has 
done bim ſome barm, dual was 1 in too 
much haſte, I ſhould dread a dece 
tion ; or, perhaps, I bene given my 
word to Danceny for thoſe two days: 
moreover, your letter informs me you 
do not jeſt; when one breaks their 
word, en you ſee 705 muſt 
„ . Wes 
That is, ey” r, of vel little 
conſequence, as you can always be re- 
venged on your rival. He will not 
treat * miſtreſs worſe than you will 
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his; wat all, is not 6ne woman 
as good as another? Theſe are your 
owa principles. Even ſhe who ſhould 
be tender and ſenſible, who: ariſted only 
: grief, would nevertheleſs'be facrificed 
to the firſt whim, or the dread of being 
ridiculed for a momeng; and yet you 
would have one conſtrain themſelves 
Ah ! that is not reaſonable. 255 i 
Adieu, Viſcount! become 
more amiable/ It is the nr 
my wiſhes to find you charming as 
ever. When I am certain of _ 
engage to — to 18 indeed. 
I am too ann dane 


Feri, Dee #7 
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LETTER CH. 
Viſcount de Val Mf to the. Marchie- 
. 4 Miaarzul. 3 


* 4 


ſtant, and will endeavour to be ex- 
plicit; which is not an eaſy matter 
with you, when you have once n 
mind not to underſtanlee. 
Many words are not ee 
convince us, each has the power of 
ruining the other; we have an equal 
Intereſt to keep fair with one another; 
that is not the buſineſs at preſent. 
But between the violent determina- 
tion of deſtruction, and doubtleſs the 
eligible one of being ſtill nited 
as * or of even being more ſo, 
by renewing our firſt attachment; be- 
tween thoſe two parties, I fay, there 
183 are 
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are a thouſand more to be taken. It 


was. not, then, ridiculous to tell you, 

neither is it to repeat, that from this. 
| day I will either be your lover 'or your 

a enemy. 

v8 I am very ſenſible the choice: will 
1 give you ſome uneaſineſs; that it 
= would be more convenient for you to 
1 ſhuffle. I am alſo fatisfied, you never 
8 led to be confined; to yes or no: but 
| | you muſt be ſenſible, I cannot let you 
| | from this ſmall circle, without riſking 
I being deceived; and you ought to 
| have foreſeen, I would: not bear it. 


Lou are now to decide. I may leave 
| you the choice, but willoor remain in 
* 5 zal you belinchand,. 1 
wh not be impoſed-on by your argu- 
good or bad; that I will no 

de ſeduced. by any ornamental 
banding with which you might em- 
belliſh a refuſal; and that the hour 
f en 1s; arrived. - I wiſh for 
1 | , __- __  nothiyg: 
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nothing more than to ſet you the ex- 


ample ; and I declare with pleaſure, 


NF prefer peace and union. | If 1 it is ne- 
ceſſary to break one or the other, 1 


think 1 e the right and the means. 


re 1 will add, the teaſt ob» 
ack: you make, F ſhall: confider as a 
declaration of war. You will obſerve, 


the anſwer I demand-does not require. 


wards 8 ſulfcient. thx 
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LETTER cl. 


Madanc 4 Soap to. 2 4 


Ross MONDS. 


Tac: + dna will em you a 

better than I can, my dear friend, che 
melancholy ſtate of our patient. To- 
tally employed in my attendance on 
her, I have ſcarce time to write to 
you, as there are other matters to be 
attended to as well as her” diſorder, 
Here js a ſpecimen of one which moſt 
certainly I did not in the leaſt expect. 
I have received a letter from M. de 
Valmont, who has been pleaſed to 
chuſe me for a confidant, and even his 
mediatrix with Madame de Tourvel, 
to whom he wrote under my cover. I 
returned the ane when I anſwered the 

e I tranſmit you my anſwer; 


CONNECTIONS. us; 


and I believe you will be of my opinion, 
that I neither could or ought to have 
any thing to da with hat he requeſts. 
Had I been even inclined to it, our 
unhappy friend was unable to under- 
ſtand me. Her phrenzy is inceſſant. 
But what do you think of M. de Val- 
mont's diſtraction? Is it real, or does 
he mean to deceive the world to the 
MN vt u, en e 

If he is Werke bie time, he a: 
well ſay, he has made himſelf happy. 
I believe he will not be well pleaſed 
with my anſwer: bot, 1; own, every 
thing that fixes. my attention on this 
unhappy adventure, raiſes my reſent- 
ment more * mars af the au- 
thor nnd lui 

Ae my . friend! I p<} re- 
turn makes en nn 


* wal W * in this corre- 
1 thar e reſolve this doubt, we R | 


my e 
Wien o 1 more e ſo, by the ſmall 
proſpect there is of ſucceſs. I m 
ee Gp ſe ts r 
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1 callED on vou twice, my. dear 
Chevalier; but ſince you have thrown 
off the charaQter of x. lover for the 
man of i intrigve, you are very proper- 
ly inviſible: however, your ta aſ- 
ſured me you would be at home to 
night; that it had ordered him to 
expect you. I, who am well ac- 


1 


quainted with ny defigns, imme- 
diately - conjectured: it would be but 
for a ſhort time for faſhion's ſake,” and 
that ** would immediately” purſl 
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your : victorious career. Go on: L 
muſt applaud you: but, perhaps, you 
will be. ter 
for this night. Tou are yet acquaint- 
ed with only. half your buſineſs,; 1 
muſt let you into the other half, and 
then you will reſolve. Take time, : 
then, to read my letter. It will not 
diſſipate you from your enjoyments ; 
on the contrary, its object is to give 
* your choice. 

If you had opened your 1 con- 
| fidentially to me; if you had told 
me the part of your ſecrets you left 
me to gueſs at, I ſhould with my 
zeal, and leſs awk wardneſs, have 
ſmoothed t the path of your progreſ- 
ſion. But let us ſet out from this 
point. Whatever reſolution you take 
would, at -worlt, be the , of 
good fortune to any one NN En 
Vou have a rendezvous. yas to- 
night: have you not? With a charm- 


eee, you. e. For 
> £7 a 


empted to alter your co¹fͤe 
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- teriouſneſs and liberty. All is agreed 


been taken up with contriving the 


| peR from your anſwer, 1 may ſay, 
from your tranſports, Ty | 


ſinter alone in * difficult un ler. 


re is the woman one 


- BY 
at your age, wh 
does not adore for, at leaft, 
eight days? The field of action - 
alſo add greatly to you enjoyment— 


A delicious little villa, which was 


taten for you only, muſt embelliſh vo- 
luptuouſneſs with the charms of myſ- 


on: you are expected; and you are 
inflamed with deſire to be there! Al 
this we both know, though you told 


me nothing of it. Now 1 will tell 


you what you on not ORE ae ca 
muſt be told. 5227 
'Since my Stam us Par, I hove 


means of an interview between you 


and Mademoiſelle de Volanges: 1 
promiſed it; and when I laſt men- 


tioned it to you, T had reafon - to ex · 


; exerting 
myſelf in your happineſs. I could not 
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| "her mes able 


elf "allo; for woe 
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the truth. 5 — ate art ron 
obſtinate. All may be di 
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1 myſelf, you ſee, am nom an 


of this truth. But if you let her re- 
Ang which. | 


ed by vanity, it will not be 
a long time after the pre 
information is over; then to- mo 
you will have time to chu the in- 


ſurmountable obſtacle 


| oY T as, Lg 
* * , ' * 5 * 
% 
: a 
— . 


FY . 
* , 


But which h ever 6 Gde you! incline ty 


12 


Je Tourvel, P: 20 2 date of deſ- 


} 


one 1 7 


e me, dere den n 
10 r 1 101 A* Kilb Nn 
ES v0 er Sau e o SU et g 


| Paris 
45 is, De ec. 3+, MT Wo Tea 4 
"if * . - J : ES ö 


1 225 4 ts 5 1 : an. A 75 . ; 2 wn; its f . 4 bs. N 
1 ert 1 +1 * 4 ad BETS ie 
yu» _ 4 * p f X * \ 
4% . 4 e 8 ö - HERR. 1 EY +49. 8 1 I *. 
# — * — It. Vi 4 * © 1 * 2 ö! ÜœůA OE ps 
"A 5 2 * £4 5 


3 * JH CAS 


_— 2 ana} K 


$6938 20 4 * n 5 bs 4 


ene 9s 4 This 3 . Bb 10 


1 regret KK. * 


D D 


CT 
+ & * 


14 


For ſome days paſt, mama 
e, and you know it — 1 flat- 
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you that makes me thus? This I. | 
know, I never loved you ſo much, 
and never 10 much wiſhed 0 bs you - 


1 found a method to inform M. de . 
Valmont 1 wanted to ſee hi 
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herſelf for having betrayed friendſhip: 


Ln er delieacy has ofcen alarmed 7 
love more conliderare: than me;'ſhe 


uleful aportbenſiade which. I .raſhly 
endeavoured to ſtifle in, hers — I ſhall 
owe my- reformation to her, and my 
ſelicity to you. O, my friends l pate 
take my gratitude: the idea of being 
indebted {to you for my bappi neſs, = 
augnients lis value. 41 An i 38 
Adieu, my dear EAT Ie | 
ers of my joy does not prevent me 
from thinking and ſharing your trou- 
bles. Why can I not ſerve you? N. 
de Taurvel ſtill remains inexorable 
ben Ic is ſaid, he is xery ili Mar ä 
ſhe at once recover health and conde- 
u, and for ever make yo hap» 
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girl did not know who to direct it it to. - 


I was at firſt ſurpriſed the letter itſelf 


' commit- 
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hee: ber. to lay a wager, 
they are horrible flagders; bur 1 know 
too well, hom the moſt improb 

| wickedneſs readily gains dz and 
how difficult it is to wipe any the 
impreſfion they leave, not to be aJarm- 
ed at thoſe, though 1 think them ſo 
eaſy to be refyted., L. wich. e ſpecially, 
they might be ſtopt i in time, and be- 
fore they ſpread abroad; but I did 
og now until late yeſterday, the 
g horri- 
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horrible things that are given out; and 
when I ſept this morning to Madame 
 de-Mertevils, the,was juſt then ſet out 
ty the MS; an uple ebene 
ber ſecond, woman, 1 1 ſent — 
told me, ber miſtreſt had only given 
usted to expect her on Thurſday - 
derts sac done of her ſervants he let 
ind. her knew: any thing more. 
I cannot! even think where the, can 
E Ido not recollect any of 4 
acquaintance. who, flog ſo late in the 
: f country; bas „n 445; 1K V6) 103 | 
Hewever, you. will be able, I hope, 

40 progure fot me, between this and 
ber return, ſome occlaireiſſements that 
2 may be uſeſul to her; ſon theſe odious 
ſoties are founded on citeumſtances 

atrendant on the death of M. de Vat. 
Nerd. of which you * ä ee 
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particularly requeſt you to do This 
is What is phbliſhed, or at leaſt whiſ: 
pered as yet, but win gde e 
fait to blaze out more. (11909 gn: 101 
It is ſaid the quarret between M 
de Valmont and Chevalier E Dunpeny; 
the work of Madame de Merteuil; 
wid deceived" them both; and, as it 
| cab e te rivals began ” 
Shag, and dig rivertis' hoſt t 
elairciſſement ne alter fen whe 
duced a fincere reconciliation : 1 m f 
older ce make N. aa Mer. teil known 
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added to his intelligence, a heap of 
letters, forming a regular corteſpon- 
dence” which he Had” kept up Wien 
ker; in which ſhe relates; in the looſe" 
eſt manner, the ng ſeandalous an iec= 
dotes of herſelf, woy Bldg to, Oat. 
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both know that M. de ralmont: was 
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mont and ay did not ſpeak to 


each | other after their unhappy affair, 
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given. 
© Being i impatient to be ede as to 
-the truth of thoſe facts, 1 ſent this 

morning to M. Danceny' s; he is not 
in Paris either ; 5 his ſervants: told my 
valet de chambre, he had ſet. out laſt 
+. night, on ſome ady ice he had received 
Valera and the place of his reſi- 
lence was a ſecret; probably he dreads 
at - the conſequence ce of his affair; it is only 
from you, den, m dear and worthy 
. friend, I can "learn; ſuch intereſting 
. -pprtieulark, - that: TRAY... be neceſſary 
Aale M. de Merteuil e renew my 
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| | haps think che ſtep 
3p now take very extraordinary; but I 
be you to hear before you con- 
demn me, and and do not look for eicher 
is audacity or Taſhneſs, * where there is 
. nothing but reſpect and confidence. 
F FF will not diſſernble the injury J have 
1 done y bu; . my whole life 
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1 ſhould. never forgive myſelf, Af/I 


could for one moment think it had 
been poffible for meito auoid itz I alſo 
beg Madam, you will be perſuaded, 


. although feel myſelf exempt from 


reproach, Lam not exempt from ſor- 
row and I can with the greateſt ſin- 
coerity add, thoſe I have. cauſed you 


baue f great ſhare in thaſe L feel. To . 


thoſe ſentiments which 1 


now preſume to aſſure you of, it will 
de enough you do yourſelf juſtice; and 
Know, that without the: honour of 


o being known to wann ume 
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A 1 Believe! that totally taken 'up*with a 

thirſt for reuenge, you ſought means 
to ſatiats it even i i the 
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you; for my intereſt in this circum- 
aan. e ſy linked with 


| would be involved in dhe ace: fen- 


— Mad; 1: ſhould rather np 
 affiſtance-than. obſtacles from you, in 
- the. endeavouts Iiſhould be obliged to 
make, that this unhappy eh 
[| remain buried 1 in oblivion. WS: 
But this reſouree of of e 
3 ee is equalhy-fayourable: to the in- 
nocent and: guilty, is nat ſufficient to 
| farialy my delicacy ; in wiſning to ſet 
vou aſide as a party I call on yeu as 
my judge the eſt teem of thoſe I re- : 
ſpect is too dear to ſuffer:me- to Joſe 
yours without defending it, and 1 
. I am furniſhed with the means. 
For if you will only agres, that re- 
enge is permitted, or rather, that; a 
af man owes it to himſeif, when he is be- 
trayec in-his-dovesrin ate : 
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and ſtill more, in his confidence 
you agree to this, the wrongs T have. 
done will diſappear: I do not aſk you 


to eee I _ Ones een | 


ginal as yes axtbencititte chaſe,” 
of hich. there is only copies. More 

1 Ire dend thoſe Jetter, as I: 
oue ir to tranſmiit them to 
from M de Valmont himſelf. 


Alen any from them but two let ren. 
nic _ ne proper __ . is 
— vengeance of M. de Vilariank add) 


myſelf, to which we had an equal. 


right; and of which NO give 
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letters Tonfided to M. Roſemonde, by Madame 
de Volanges, that che preſent collection Tat been 
compiled; the — are ſtill W.. iedla in the 


d to them, nor have 1 
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me a-charge; "1: moreover thought, - 55 
it would be doing an eſſential ſervice 
to . mee woman ſo 


ewe M. —— ley 
A ſentiment of juſtice induted n me 
to publiſ the ſecond for the juſtiſi- 
cation of M. de Prevan, whom F 
ſearcely know; hut he did ndt i in 
the leaſt deſerve: rhe - rigorc b- 
ment he has met; nor the — 
the puhlie opinion, ſtin more form 
dable, under which he has }anguiſhed 
8 age" without being ubſe: n, | 
Fou will * find nodich of hols 
two letters, as I make it a point to 
keep the originals: Ido not think I 
ean pur into ſafer hands a depofit, 
which, perhaps, I think of conſequence 15 
to me not to be r but which, 
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I ſhould be aſhamed : to abuſe. I think, - MR 
_ confiding- thoſe papers to you, M.... 
dam, I ſerve thoſe who are intereſted, 
as well as if I returned them to them 
ſelves, and I «preſerve them from the 
embarraſſtnent of receiving them from 

me, aud — am — 


wiſh all che worldro be unaoquainted 
with. | " 


 *S mould . m you, the- 
_ annexed. correſpondence i is only a part; 
oF a much more voluminous collec- 
tion from which M, de Valmont drew 
it in my preſence, and which you 
will find at the taking off the ſeals, en- 
titled as I ſaw, Au open account between 
the Marchioneſs. de Merteuil and . Viſ- 
count de Valmont. On this you will 
take what meaſures your prudence 
will ſuggeſt, 1 am with great re- 
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